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MCA PLANS HIGH-FLYING CELEBRATION 
FOR WOODY'S 50TH AND LANTZ'S 90TH BIRTHDAYS 


UNIVERSAL CITY, CA -- When the world's most famous woodpecker turns 50 
and his renowned Guenter turns 90 in the same year, it's an occasion worth 
celebrating. 

Next year, Woody Woodpecker, the irrepressible bird with the wacky laugh, 
and Walter Lantz, the man who created him and many other beloved characters, 
plan to celebrate their milestone birthdays with a wide variety of activities 
including special events, a video release, and a national mall show tour. 

Beginning with Mr. Lantz's birthday in April and continuing through his 
beloved bird's November birthday, the celebration is being planned by MCA 
Animation. MCA Inc. owns Walter Lantz Productions, Inc. which includes an 
enormous collection of characters and films. 

Among the activities in development are children's events at Universal 
Studios Hollywood, special merchandising and promotions, parties for both 
birthdays as part of the Grand Opening of Universal Studios Florida, a 
special Woody Woodpecker videocassette re-release, and a birthday celebra- 


tion in the MCA Showcase, a nationally touring mall show. 


=—-MORE- 
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WOODY WOODPECKER 

Woody Woodpecker's debut was true to the form that would 
endear him to audiences for decades to come: he stole the show in 
the 1940 Andy Panda cartoon "Knock Knock", The zany woodpecker's 
obvious comedic potential catapulted him into a starring role in 
his next appearance, "Woody Woodpecker" (a.k.a. "The Cracked Nut"), 
released in 1941. Through the years until 1972, Woody has starred 
in 197 theatrical films. 

The release of Kay Kyser's "The Woody Woodpecker Song" 
irrevocably established Woody's cartoon superstardom. The song was 
on the Hit Parade for nine weeks in the summer of 1948 and was 
nominated for an Academy Award. By the mid-1950's, Woody's 
distinctive laugh and hilarious cartoons had won him worldwide 
acclaim. 

As Woody's stardom continued to grow, so did that of his 
creator, Walter Lantz. In 1970, Walter hosted "The Woody 
Woodpecker Show" on NBC Saturday mornings for two years in a smash 
hit television series. 

He became one of the world's most popular merchandise licenses 
with more than one million Woody Woodpecker comic books printed 
each month in more than a dozen languages. 

Like their parents, today's children love Woody, too. "The 
Woody Woodpecker Show" has remained among the Top-6 childrens' 
syndicated programs since its premiere in January 1988. 

Woody is also the official mascot of amusement parks in Japan 


and Sweden. Around the world, kids of all ages continue to 
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"WOODY WOODPECKER AND FRIENDS" 


"WOODY WOODPECKER" clearly has a well-established appeal and 
in 1990, his 50th Birthday year, is seeing a revival - Both in 
terms of a raising of his profile, and in terms of significantly 
increased interest from potential licensees. 


In order to commemorate this historic event, in addition to the 
four existing videos which are currently being repackaged, six 
new videos are being released, each consisting of approximately 
8 episodes (i.e. 45-50 minutes in length). The content material 
is appearing for the first time on video, although in the past 
it has been shown at the cinema and on T.V. worldwide. In the 
U.K. staggered releases from September/October 1990 onwards are 
anticipated, with the appropriate promotional support. 


Simultaneously, 187 cartoon segments under contract to the BBC 
are currently being shown as fillers, at least 2 or 3 times a 
week. - Each of approximately 6 minutes in length. We are told 
that they are not appearing at set times, but, ‘either at the 
weekends in the mornings, ie during Going Live; at any time 
during the day on a Sunday; during the week in the mornings 
during Childrens TV; or as fillers in the evening.’ It appears 
that the BBC information/publicity department cannot be more 
specific, but the existing contract extends until mid 1992. 


A Woody Woodpecker 32 page monthly comic is also now anticipated 
in the UK, in the not too distant future. The artwork has been 
originated in the Benelux, and has already been sold on to other 
European territories. It was discussed with UK publishers at 
the Bologna Bookfair at the beginning of April 1990, and the list 
edition (in Dutch!) has just reached us. 
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WOODY WOODPECKER 


WOODY WOODPECKER clearly has a well-established appeal and 

in 1990, his 50th Birthday year, is seeing a revival - Both in 
terms of a raising of his profile, and in terms of significantly 
increased interest from potential licensees. 


In order to commemorate this historic event, six new videos are 
being released, each consisting of approximately 8 episodes (i.e. 
45-50 minutes in length). The content material is appearing for 
the first time on video, although in the past it has been shown 
at the cinema and on T.V. worldwide. In the U.K. staggered 
releases from September/October 1990 onwards are anticipated, 
with the appropriate promotional support. 


In addition, 187 cartoon segments under contract to the BBC are 
currently being shown as fillers, at least 2 or 3 times a week. 
- Each of approximately 6 minutes in length. We are told that 
they are not appearing at set times, but, ‘either at the weekends 
in the mornings, ie during Going Live; at any time during the 
day on a Sunday; during the week in the mornings during 
Childrens TV; or as fillers in the evening.’ It appears that 
the BBC information/publicity department cannot be more specific, 
but the existing contract extends until mid 1992. 


A Woody Woodpecker 32 page monthly comic is also now anticipated 
in the UK, in the not too distant future. The artwork has been 
originated in the Benelux, and has already been sold on to other 
European territories. It was discussed with UK publishers at 
the Bologna Bookfair at the beginning of April 1990, and the ist 
edition (in Dutch!) will be hot off the press in approximately 
two weeks time. 
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WALTER LANTZ’S WOODY WOODPECKER’S SUCCESSFUL INVOLVEMENT WITH 
CAUSE-RELATED ACTIVITIES 


- In the U.S. this has been an immense success and has 
received extensive press coverage. 
A) EVE CARE 


Woody Woodpecker is a mascot of the world’s foremost eye clinic, 
the U.C.L.A and Doris Stein Eye Clinic in L.A. 


Innovatively a live action Woody video book for children is used 
to test the childrens eyes both before and after surgery. 


The childrens ward also has original Lantz cartoons on the walls. 


B CHILD SAFETY 


MCA have created an original colouring book with Woody safety 
tips for children. (MCA owns all the plates etc). 


- This has been utilized by the National Safety Councils and 
throughout the U.S. (gratis/free to promotions). 


C) SAFETY BELTS = ie car occupant protection 


- Woody is heavily involved in the ‘THUMBS UP TO SAFETY 
BELTS’ campaign. 


- This has been very successful in Southern California and 
Florida with a lot of media exposure. 


~ All the local/traffic police wear Woody baseball caps and 
Woody badges. 


- Woody also accompanies the local police to elementary 
schools, distributing books and advice. 


- Woody has seen over half a million kids and been honoured 
by the Governor. 


- Pledge cards are handed to the children encouraging them to 
wear safety belts. These can be collected at the school to 
win a relevant group prize ie a trip to the Florida opening 
of Universal Studios Theme Park. 


Over 50 billboards feature Woody with a representative 
policeman. 


The California Highway Patrol are involved in the 
‘Thumbs Up’ campaign and Woody is also the mascot of the 
Southern California Rapid Transit District encouraging the 
use of safety belts in cars. 


D) ENVIRONMENTAL 


This is the area with the highest level of future Woody 
potential. 


Woody is the mascot of the U.S. National Parks and 
Conservation Association based in Washington. (Non profit- 
making) 


Woody is also involved in recycling activities and other 
related areas 


Birthdays 
2-2-2-2 


Woody Woodpecker's successful involvement with cause-related activities 
such as eye care, child safety and safety belts will also be continued, using 
the birthday theme and celebration activities to reach larger audiences. 

Woody's first screen appearance was true to the form that would endear 
him to several generations of audiences: he stole the show in the 1940 
Andy Panda cartoon "Knock Knock". The crazy woodpecker's obvious comedic 
potential catapulted him into a starring role in Lantz's next cartoon, 
"Woody Woodpecker" (aka "The Cracked Nut"), released in 1941. By the time 
"The Woody Woodpecker Song" hit the charts in 1948, Woody's cartoon super- 
stardom had been irrevocably achieved. 

In the early 1970's, Woody was starring with Walter Lantz in a highly- 
rated television series on NBC Saturday mornings and was one of the most 
popular character licenses. His comic books were being printed at more 
than a million each month in more than a dozen languages. 

Like their parents, today's children love Woody, too. THE WOODY 
WOODPECKER SHOW has remained among the Top-6 childrens’ syndicated programs 
since its debut in January 1988. Woody is the official mascot of Universal 
Studios Hollywood as well as in amusement parks in Japan and Sweden. His 
appearances in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, for cause-related cam- 
paigns and at Universal Studios continue to demonstrate the affection kids 


of all ages have for him. 
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The recipient of an Academy Award for Life Achievement and a Star on 
the Hollywood Walk Of Fame, Walter Lantz began his career in 1918 as a runner 
for William Randolph Hearst in New York. At 28, Lantz was producing his own 
cartoons for distribution by Universal Studios, and in doing so, established 
the longest relationship between a distributor and producer in the history of 
motion pictures. 

Today, Lantz and his wife Gracie stay active with a variety of charitable 
causes and in support of Lantz's "second career" as a still-life painter. 
Lantz has also sponsors the annual Walter Lantz Conference on Animation with 


the American Film Institute. 
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WOODY WOODPECKER - 50 YEARS A STAR 


As you will all be aware, Woody Woodpecker one of the world’s 
favourite cartoon characters, is celebrating his fiftieth birthday this year 
and we at CIC are looking forwards to joining in the party. 


In order to commemorate this historic occasion, we are releasing 6 new 
Woody cassettes which will bring the entire collection to a total of 10. 
Walter Lanz’s feathered creation has proved to be massively successful 
world-wide with all ages now for half a century, we are confident that 
this success will continue for many years to come. 


In this pack you will find information on Woody and his friends, along 
with details of the latest cassettes being made available. Brand new 
art work that will fit the theme of each tape has been commissioned 
from the Walter Lanz office and details of all existing dubbing tracks 
can be obtained from this office. We are also being given the exciting 
opportunity of linking up with the Woody Woodpecker merchandisers 
world-wide so that each territory can maximise awareness of this very 
special character. Lists of the merchandising goods and their licensed 
manufacturers are available from this office. 


_ MCA are currently preparing top quality video masters from original 


film elements and we are anticipating that these will be available from 
February 1990. The cassette enclosed in this pack is “Woody 
Woodpecker Volume 4’, the last episode of the original series. 


So, without delay, start planning your territory’s campaign to make 1990 


a birthday for Woody to remember. 
For further details of this project, please contact this office. 


Have fun and best regards 


liet Cowgill 
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WALTER LANTZ - A BIOGRAPHY 


Walter Lantz is known as The Dean of American Animators, and is one 
of the world’s greatest living cartoonists. 


Lantz’s work spans more than a half-century and encompasses the birth 
and growth of the art of animation. His renowned family of cartoon 
charaters lives in more than 800 films and includes the hilariously wacky 
Woody Woodpecker, one of the world’s most beloved cartoon celebrities. 
Lantz’s numerous contributions to the entertainment of millions and the 
art of animation are remarkable: his cartoons have been seen in 72 
countries in 12,000 theatres and have been translated into more than 60 
languages. 


Waltzer Lantz began his career in 1918 as a runner for William 
Randolph Hearst in New York. At 28, Lantz was producing his own 
cartoons for distribution by Universal Studios, and in doing so, 
established the longest relationship between a distributor and producer 
in the history of motion pictures. 


In 1979, after earning ten Academy Award nominations between 1933 
and 1955, Lantz was honoured by the Academy of Motion Picture ARts 
and Sciences with an Oscar for Lifetime Achievement in the field of 
animation. At the Smithsonian Institution, his work has been honoured 


_ in an exhibit entitled The Birth of Woody Woodpecker featuring the first 


model sheet of Woody, and artwork from Woody’s first appearance in 
the cartoon Knock Knock. In 1973, Lantz was the recipient of the 
Annie Award, the animation industry’s equivalent of an Oscar. The 
cities of Los Angeles, New York and Zagreb have also paid tribute to 
Lantz with major retrospectives of his work. 


In 1986, Lantz was honoured with a long-overdue star on Hollywood's 
Walk of Fame. In 1987 and 1988, he hosted the Walter Lantz 
Conference on Animation, presented by the American Film Institute. 
At 90, Lantz continues his success through his second career of still-life 
oil paintings featuring the popular Woody Woodpecker. His paintings 
are featured in galleries and museums throughout the world. Today, 
Lantz and his wife Gracie stay active with a variety of charitable causes. 


VIDEO 


Ld 


UNIVERSAL® 


WOODY WOODPECKER 


Woody Woodpecker’s debut was true to the form that would endear him 
to audiences for decades to come: he stole the show in the 1940 Andy 
Panda cartoon Knock Knock. The zany’s woodpecker’s obvious comedic 
potential catapulted him into a starring role in his next appearance 
Woody Woodpecker (a.k.a The Cracked Nut released in 1941. Through 
the years until 1972, Woody has starred in 197 theatrical films. 


The release of Kay Kyser’s The Woody Woodpecker Song irrevocably 
established Woody’s cartoon superstardom. The song was on the Hit 
Parade for nine weeks in the summer of 1948 and was nominated for 
an Academy Award. By the mid 1950’s, Woody’s distinctive laugh and 
hilarious cartoons had won him worldwide acclaim. 


As Woody’s stardom continued to grow, so did that of his creator, 
Walter Lantz. In 1970, Walter hosted The Woody Woodpecker Show on 
NBC Saturday mornings for two years in a smash hit television series. 
He became one of the world’s most popular merchandise licenses with 
more than one million Woody Woodpecker comic books printed each 
month in more than a dozen languages. 


Like their parents, today’s children love Woody too. The Woody 


_ Woodpecker Show has remained among the top 6 children programmes 


in America since its premiere in January 1988. 


Woody is also the official mascot of amusement parks in Japan and 
Sweden. Around the world, kids of all ages continue to demonstrate 
their love for him at his many appearances internationally, in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, for cause-related campaigns and at Universal 
Studios. 


Irrepressible and irresistible, he looks forward to the 90’s as he 
dedicates much of his time defending his wilderness habitat from hard- 
hearted invaders and other injustices. Woody is often seen with his 
girlfriend Winnie, and nephews Knothead and Splinter. His world- 
famous laugh is always a signal that his is using his talents to their best 
advantage - having fun! 
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WINNIE WOODPECKER 


When Winnie Woodpecker bats her baby blue eyes at Woody, her 
world-famous boy friend really gets his feathers ruffled. She’s the cutest 
bird Woody’s ever seen. His head-over-heels affection for her is obvious 
by the many trees around bearing the pecked-out legend "Woody + 
Winnie". Whether she’s in her casual jeans or a stunning formal dress, 
Winnie is a perfect woodpecker at all times. When she tries to make 
Woody jealous, it’s only because she wants him to know how much she 
loves him. 
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KNOTHEAD AND SPLINTER 


The old saying "the apples don’t fall far from the tree", is especially true 
of Woody Woodpecker’s nephew and niece, Knothead and Splinter. 
These two perky woodpeckers are as all-american as an apple pie. Like 
their gregarious uncle, they delight in dishing out a taste of Woody’s 
zany humour to whomever crosses their path. Of course they also love 
to play tricks on Woody. Wherever Knothead and Splinter are, there’s 
a virtual minefield of practical jokes and hilarious adventures just 
waiting to be set off. 


See 
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WALLY WALRUS 


Easy going, slow moving and even slower thinking, Wally Walrus is 
usually minding his own business when Woody Woodpecker breezes into 
his uneventful life, bringing an end to all the peace and quiet. Though 
Wally would prefer to relax about the house, Woody always finds a way 
to raise his blood pressure to the exploding point. 


No one is more exasperating to. Wally than Woody and the elusive 
woodpecker delights in raising Wally’s ire and making a fast getaway. 
In nearly two dozen cartoons, Wally’s encounters with Woody left his 
house, his belongings and his life in a state of total collapse. 
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WALLY WALRUS 

Easy going, slow moving and even slower thinking, Wally Walrus is 
usually minding his own business when Woody Woodpecker breezes into his 
uneventful life, bringing an end to all peace and quiet. Though Wally 
would prefer to relax about the house, Woody always finds a way to 
raise his blood pressure to the exploding point. 

No one is more exasperating to Wally than Woody and the elusive 
woodpecker delights in raising Wally's ire and making a fast getaway. 
In nearly two dozen cartoons, Wally's encounters with Woody left his 


house, his belongings and his life in a state of total collapse. 
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BUZZ BUZZARD 


Buzz Buzzard is one fellow who’s out for no good - and loves it! He 
wouldn’t even known an honest act if he fell over it. The only thing 
that can be said about him is that he is consistent - consistently bad! 
His favourite pastimes are making a dishonest buck and trying to rid the 
world of Woody Woodpecker. 


A buzzard to his feather-tips, Buzz made his film debut opposite Woody 
in the 1947 cartoon Wet Blanket Policy. All told, Buzz tried to spell 
disaster for Woody in two dozen films, but despite his evil plots and 
diabolical cunning, he invariable ended up behind Woody’s private 8- 
ball. 
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BUZZ BUZZARD 

Buzz Buzzard is one fellow who's out for no good -- and loves it! 

He wouldn't know an honest act if he fell over it. The only thing that 
can be said about him is that he is consistent -- consistently bad! His 
favorite pastimes are making a dishonest buck and trying to rid the world 
of Woody Woodpecker. 

A buzzard to his feather-tips, Buzz made his film debut opposite 
Woody in the 1947 cartoon "Wet Blanket Policy." All told, Buzz tried to 
spell disaster for Woody in two dozen films, but despite his evil plots 
and diabolical cunning, he invariably ended up behind Woody's private 


8-ball. 
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ANDY PANDA 


Andy Panda is kind to animals, loves children and has a yen for his 
girlfriend, Miranda Panda. He starred in 27 Walter Lantz cartoons and 
has remained one of Lantz’s most popular characters. 


His dad, Papa Panda, has a little W.C. Fields personality in him and 
appeared with Andy in Andy’s debut cartoon, Life Begins for Andy 
Panda in 1939. : . 


Andy rarely gets into trouble of his own making and finds that most of 
his misadventures are the result of the zany characters surrounding him 
especially his friend, Woody Woodpecker. 


In 1937, Walter Lantz needed a star for his new Technicolour cartoons. 
At a visit in the Chicago Zoo, Lantz was inspired to create Andy Panda 
by the Chinese panda, Su-Lin, the first panda ever to visit the U.S. The 
name, Andy was inspired by the popular Andy Hardy character. 


Since his debut, Andy has earned three Academy Award nominations for 


his work in the cartoons, Fish Fry (1944), The Poet and the Peasant 


(1946), and Musical Moments from Chopin (1947). 


Andy Panda cartoons were all produced in the decade from 1939 to 
1949 with many dedicated to the war effort. 
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CHILLY WILLY 


The only penguin in polar history to hate cold weather, Chilly Willy is 
the cutest bird north of the equator and the silliest bird this side of the 
south pole. How many other penguins wear a muffler and cap to keep 
warm? 


Chilly’s two greatest desires are getting out of the frigid climate of the 
North Pole and keeping his hungry tummy filled. And when it comes 
to mackerel, his favourite food, few characters in cartoon history have 
been as persistent, clever and victorious as little Chilly. 
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In celebration” of his 50th birthday, 
Woody Woodpecker, Walter Lantz’s world famous — 
cartoon character, presents a specially chosen _ 
collection of his finest shows. He is joined in the fun 
by all his best friends, Andy Panda, Chilly Willy and 


the gang. 
Look out for further video Gibsettes relea | 
joa of everybody’ s favourite feathered friend. 
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“REAL GONE WOODY’ © 1954 Universal International; renewed 1982 Universal City Studios, 
Inc.“SCRAPPY BIRTHDAY” © 1949 Walter Lantz Productions, Inc.; renewed 1976 Walter Lantz 
Productions, Inc. “BELLE BOYS” © 1953 Universal International; renewed 1981 Universal City 

Studios, Inc. “BROADWAY BOW WOWS’ © 1954 Universal International; renewed 1982 
Universal City Studios, Inc. “WOODY WOODPECKER POLKA” © 1952 Universal International; 
renewed 1979 Universal City Studios, Inc. “PIGEON PATROL” © 1942 Universal Pictures 
Company, Inc. and Walter Lantz Productions, Inc.; renewed 1969 Universal Pictures and Walter 
Lantz Productions, Inc. “BEAR AND THE BEES” © 1961 Universal International; renewed 1989 
Universal City Studios, Inc. “A FINE FEATHERED FRENZY” © 1954 Universal International; 
renewed 1982 Universal City Studios, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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